' 


Rural  District  of  Great  Ouseburri. 

r/' 


X^0.€j.Xlownds’jE£nnual  Report 

on  the 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Rural  District  of 
Great  Ouseburn,  for  the  Year  1914. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1914. 

Birth  Rate. — With  regard  to  the  Birth  Rate,  218  Births  were  registered 
during  the  year,  giving  a Birth  Rate  bf  204,  as  against  20*7  in  the  year  1913  and 
21*4  in  1912.  The  Birth  Rate  of  the  district  shews  a steady  decline  over  several 
years. 

Death  Rate. — The  Death  Rate  is  practically  the  same  as  in  1913,  118 
Deaths  being  registered  as  against  119  in  1913.  T his  118  Deaths  gives  us  a 
Death  Rate  for  1914  of  11*06  per  1,000.  Eleven  deaths  of  residents  in  our  district 
were  registered  as  having  occurred  outside  the  district.  This  added  to  the  118 
deaths  registered  in  the  district  gives  a total  of  129  deaths  for  the  year,  and  a 
Death  Rate  of  11*15. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Eighteen  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 
were  registered,  giving  a rate  of  82  per  1,000  births.  Of  these  eighteen  deaths 
the  principal  causes  were  : — Premature  Birth  6 ; Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  2 ; 
Bronchitis  1 ; Pneumonia  1 ; and  from  various  Other  Causes  8.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  only  two  deaths  are  credited  to  Diarrhoea,  a disease  in  infants  due  as 
a rule  to  Insanitary  Conditions,  Improper  Feeding,  Neglect,  &c. 

Between  the  years  of  1 and  2,  no  deaths  occurred  ; Between  2 and  5,  one 
death  was  due  to  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  to  Pneumonia  ; Between  5 and  15,  four 
deaths  were  registered  : Scarlet  Fever  1 ; Tubercular  Meningitis  1 ; Diarrhoea  1 ; 
Other  Causes  1 ; Between  1 5 and  45,  twenty  deaths  were  registered,  viz. : — Phthisis 
4;  Tubercular  Disease  in  other  forms  1 ; Cancer  1 ; Rheumatic  Fever  1 ; Heart 
Disease  3 ; Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  and  other  forms  of  Chest  Disease  4 ; Bright’s 
Disease  2,  &c.  Over  45,  the  principal  causes  were  : — Cancer  8 ; Phthisis  2 ; 
Influenzal  ; Rheumatic  Fever  1 ; Heart  Disease  16;  Bronchitis  7 ; Pneumonia 
3 ; Accident  2,  &c. 


Zymotic  Disease.  — Excluding  Tubercular  Disease,  89  cases  were  notified, 
divided  as  follows  : — Diphtheria  46  ; Scarlet  Fever  30  ; Enteric  Fever  7 ; Erysip- 
elas 1 ; Puerperal  Fever  3. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  was  much  greater  than  we  have  had  for 
a considerable  number  of  years.  This  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  an  epidemic  we 
had  at  Acomb  in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  41  out  of  the  46  cases  notified 
were  in  the  parish  of  Acomb.  The  disease  seems  to  have  been  spread  by  personal 
contact,  both  at  home  and  in  the  schools  rather  than  by  any  insanitary  condition 
or  by  means  of  milk.  As  soon  as  the  disease  broke  out  I examined  the  children 
attending  the  schools,  taking  swabs  from  the  throats  of  any  that  were  at  all 
suspicious.  In  this  way  swabs  were  taken  from  23  throats  and  7 were  found  to 
be  positive  (i.e.  the  Diphtheria  germ  was  found  in  the  throats  of  these  children). 
The  schools  were  closed  and  the  affected  children  kept  under  observation.  On 
re-opening  the  schools  cases  again  occurred.  It  was  now  decided  to  take  swabs 
from  every  child  attending  the  Church  and  Board  Schools.  As  this  was  a large 
undertaking,  Dr.  Kaye  kindly  sent  me  one  of  his  assistants  from  Wakefield  to  help. 
Some  400  children  were  examined  in  all,  between  20  and  30  being  found  to  be  in 
an  infectious  condition.  By  excluding  these  children  from  school,  also  their 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  not  allowing  them  to  return  or  mix  with  other  children 
until  we  had  proved  that  they  were  free  from  the  germs,  we  checked  the  epidemic. 
Isolated  cases  kept  cropping  out  right  on  to  July,  but  nothing  more  in  the  shape 
of  an  epidemic. 

I must  acknowledge  the  great  help  I received  from  the  West  Riding  Labora- 
tory ; it  was  no  light  undertaking  to  examine  so  many  specimens  as  they  did. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Although  thirty  cases  have  been  notified,  there  has  been 
no  serious  epidemic  in  the  district.  The  cases  on  the  whole  were  mild. 

Enteric  Fever. — Seven  cases  is  rather  above  our  average.  These  cases 
were  all  isolated  ones,  scattered  throughout  the  district,  not  confined  to  any 
particular  part.  I think  the  dry  spring  and  summer  had  something  to  do  with 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified. 

Tubercular  Disease  of  Lungs. — Nine  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Seven  deaths  were  registered.  Investigation  of  the  nine  cases  notified  shewed 
that  in  most  instances  the  patient  had  previously  suffered  from  Pleurisy  or 
Pneumonia,  and  were  predisposed  to  Chest  Disease.  Several  cases  were  sent  to 
Sanitoria  for  a few  weeks  and  were  mostly  benefited.  Although  a short  time  in 
a Sanitorium  will  not  effect  a cure,  a valuable  lesson  is  learnt  as  to  how  to  conduct 
their  lives  in  the  future  so  as  to  not  only  benefit  their  own  health,  but  also  to  take 
preventive  measures  not  to  infect  others.  Although  much  is  being  done,  the 
mortality  from  Phthisis  is  still  enormous.  To  eradicate  the  disease  all  available 
means  must  be  utilised,  as  Compulsory  Notification,  Anti-Tuberculosis  Dispens- 
aries, Sanatoria,  Domiciliary  Treatment,  and  last  but  not  least  General  Public 
Health  Administration.  Improved  Social  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  People 
are  of  great  value  both  in  their  homes  and  work  places.  Improved  housing  un- 
doubtedly increases  the  resistance  to  Tuberculosis  as  also  improved  nutriment. 

Isolation  Hospital  at  Acomb. — Eighty-three  cases  were  admitted  during 
the  year.  This  total  is  considerably  larger  than  usual,  but  was  swelled  in  the 
autumn  by  the  number  of  soldiers  admitted  suffering  from  Diphtheria.  Of  the 
83  cases  admitted,  49  were  suffering  from  Diphtheria  ; 33  from  Scarlet  Fever  ; 

1 from  Enteric  Fever.  Of  the  49  cases  of  Diphtheria,  21  were  from  Acomb,  2 
from  Rufforth,  1 from  Boroughbridge,  2 from  Dringhouses,  and  23  from  the 
Troops  at  York.  Of  the  33  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  18  were  from  Acomb,  2 from 
Dringhouses,  1 from  Huntingdon,  1 from  Roecliffe,  1 from  Whixley,  2 from 
Strensall,  2 from  Little  Ouseburn,  2 from  Poppleton,  and  4 from  the  Troops. 
The  Enteric  Fever  case  was  from  Acomb. 
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Housing. — Much  work  has  been  done  in  inspecting  the  houses  of  the  working 
classes,  and  we  can  say  practically  all  houses  answering  this  description  have  now 
been  examined.  There  are  approximately  2,420  houses  in  the  Union,  and  of 
these  1,487  have  been  examined,  leaving  933  yet  to  be  done.  As  these  933  are 
above  year  rental  they  have  been  passed  by  for  the  present.  Of  the  1,487 
houses  visited,  30%  are  more  or  less  defective,  principally  from  excessive  damp, 
bad  ventilation,  and  insufficient  lighting.  Fifty  houses  have  been  declared  un- 
inhabitable ; some  have  been  closed,  but  many  are  still  occupied.  We  also  found 
19  cases  of  overcrowding.  At  present  these  cases  cannot  be  dealt  with,  as  until 
suitable  houses  are  available,  we  cannot  turn  out  the  present  occupiers.  To  a 
certain  extent  this  overcrowding  may  have  been  relieved,  at  any  rate  for  the  time 
being,  so  many  young  men  having  gone  to  the  war.  Still  the  need  for  more 
houses  of  a better  class  exists,  as  although  the  men  may  have  enlisted,  their  wives 
and  children  still  remain,  and  have  to  be  housed.  In  addition,  older  and  married 
men  have  taken  the  places  of  those  that  have  gone  ; some  cottages  have  been 
occupied  by  Belgian  Refugees. 

At  present  one  cannot  advise  building  on  a large  scale,  as  materials  have 
risen  so  much  that  it  would  be  totally  impossible  to  build  in  the  rural  parts  of  the 
district  at  an  economical  rent.  It  was  intended  to  build  at  Little  Ouseburn  and 
also  at  Boroughbridge,  but  for  economical  reasons  it  has  now  been  decided  not 
to  go  on  with  the  scheme  at  Little  Ouseburn,  but  to  continue  with  that  for 
Boroughbridge. 

Thirty-eight  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  ; none  of  these  were 
workmen’s  cottages.  However,  five  cottages  are  at  present  building— three  at 
Aldborough  and  two  at  Poppleton.  Two  have  just  been  finished  at  Hunsingore, 
but  they  replace  old  ones  and  thus  do  not  increase  the  number. 

Notification  of  Births. — Just  before  the  war  broke  out,  a scheme  was  on 
foot  for  the  employment  of  District  Nurses  throughout  the  Union,  not  only  to 
Nurse  the  Sick,  but  to  act  as  Inspectors  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act. 
The  Salaries  of  the  Nurses  were  to  be  found  by  Voluntary  Contributions  aided  by 
a Grant  from  the  County  Council.  This  excellent  scheme  fell  through  for  want 
of  funds  except  those  portions  of  the  Union  where  there  was  already  a District 
Nurse — Acomb,  Boroughbridge,  and  Hunsingore.  All  the  other  parishes  are 
looked  after  by  Nurses  appointed  by  the  County  Council  who  inspect  the  children 
at  school,  follow  up  cases  reported  by  the  Medical  Inspector  of  Schools,  visit  the 
homes  of  mothers  and  give  advice  free  as  to  rearing  of  infants,  &c. 

Water  Supply. — Seventeen  samples  have  been  analysed  during  the  year. 
Only  two  of  these  were  bad  ; of  these  two  a new  bore  well  is  being  put  down  in 
place  of  one,  and  in  the  other  the  well  has  been  repaired. 

Sewerage.  — At  Upper  Poppleton  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  lengthen 
sewers  to  accept  the  drainage  from  new  houses  in  Station  Lane. 

At  Acomb  we  have  had  to  extend  the  sewer  from  Severus  Street  to  accept 
the  sewerage  from  a new  street  now  in  course  of  construction  which  will  be  known 
as  Severus  Avenue. 

“ The  area  Beckfield  Lane.” — At  present  these  houses  drain  into  Cesspools 
which  are  certainly  not  sanitary.  It  has  been  decided  to  provide  proper  Sewers 
for  this  property.  This  will  mean  a large  amount  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  with  on 
the  Sewage  Farm,  a task  beyond  its  powers  as  it  does  not  deal  efficiently  with  the 
present  amount  of  sewage  flowing  on  to  it.  It  has  therefore  been  decided  to  ask 
the  Engineer  to  draw  up  a scheme  for  the  treatment  of  the  sewage  by  some 
mechanical  process.  The  details  of  scheme  in  brief  are  to  provide  a septic  tank 
in  duplicate  with  filters,  and  to  run  all  the  sewage  of  the  village  through  it.  The 
existing  12n  outfall  sewer  is  to  be  replaced  by  an  18u  to  the  junction  manhole, 
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where  the  Milner  Street  area  and  the  Upper  part  of  Gale  Lane  area  meet.  From 
this  junction  manhole  a new  sewer  is  to  be  put  in  in  each  direction,  the  one  to 
relieve  the  pressure  in  Milner  Street  and  the  other  to  substitute  the  one  in  Gale 
Lane,  to  be  extended  along  the  Wetherby  Road.  This  Sewer  will  do  away  with 
“ Lift  ” now  in  use  on  the  Green.  The  Lift  in  Gale  Lane  will  be  replaced  by  an 
Engine. 

We  have  had  many  complaints  from  householders  as  to  the  ineffective  way 
the  Scavenging  of  Acomb  is  carried  out.  The  Council  have  therefore  decided  to 
do  the  work  with  their  own  staff.  I trust  now  the  work  may  be  done  properly, 
and  that  we  may  have  fewer  complaints  in  the  future. 


C.  E.  LOWNDS, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Sewers  re-laid  . . . . . . 1 

Privies  new  and  repaired  . . . . 10 

Ashpits  . . . . . . 9 

Water  Closets  put  in  . . 2 

Earth  Closets  . . . . . . 2 

Houses  and  Premises  re-drained  ..  11 

Yards  concreted  . . . . . . 2 

Other  Nuisances  abated  . . . . 45 


Total  82 


C.  CAWOOD, 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 
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Rural  District  of  Great  Ousebum*  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1914  and  previous  Years. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  j Total  population  at  all  ages  . . 10,667  1 At  Census 

(land  and  inland  j-  45,970  Number  of  inhabited  houses  ..  2,143  j-  of 

water)  ...  j Average  number  of  persons  per  house  J 1911. 


Rural  District  of  Great  Ouseburn.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1914. 
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Isolation  Hospital  at  Acomb. 


TABLE  III. 

IRural  district  of  (Sreat  ©usebunt. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1914, 


Causes  of  Death. 
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Ali  causes 


l Certified  . . 

I Uncertified 


Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping'  Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Influenza 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

Tuberculous  Mening- 
itis . 

OtherTuberculous  Dis- 
eases 

Cancer,  malignant  dis- 
ease 

Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia,  all  forms 

Other  Diseases  of  Re- 
spiratory Organs 

Diarrhoea  andEnteritis 


Appendicitis  and  Typh* 
litis  . . 


Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Alcoholism 


Nephritis  and  Bright’s 
Disease 


Puerperal  Fever 


Other  accidents  and 
diseases  of  Preg- 
nancy & Parturition 

Con  genital  Debility  and 
Malformation  includ- 
ing Premature  Birth 


Violent  Deaths,  exclud- 
ing Suicide 


Suicide 

OtherDefined  Diseases 


Diseases  ill-defined  or 
unknown 


Totals 
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TABLE  IV. 

IRural  district  Of  (Brcat  ©USCburn.  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1914. 

Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  Various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 
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[Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

^Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia,  all  forms 

I Diarrhoea 

’ Enteritis 

Gastritis ... 

Syphilis 

Rickets  ... 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injuiry  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

/Congenital  Malformations 

Premature  Birth 
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Other  Causes 
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TABLE  V. 


Rural  District  of  Great  Ouseburn 


Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 
Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  and  Homework. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND  WORKPLACES 

(Including-  Inspections  made  bv  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances). 


Premises. 

1. 

Inspections. 

2 

Number  of 

Written  Notices. 

3. 

Prosecutions. 

4 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

7 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

19 

1 

Total 

26 

1 

DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

1. 

Found. 

2. 

Remedied. 

3. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

4. 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 

5. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

Total  ... 

1 

1 

REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

1. 

Number. 

2. 

One  Bakehouse  at  Boroughbridge 

1 

One  Bakehouse  at  Acomb 

1 

Other  Workshops 

17 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

19 

(9) 
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